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Individualized letter sent to entire Committee

October 30, 2003

The Honorable Conrad Bumns

U.S. Sepate '

187 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-2603

Dear Senator Burns:

The Cormmittes on Commerce, Science and Transportation will soon be hold.igg hearing
on the nominees for Membaer of the Amtrak Reform Board, I wanted b call your '
attention to one of the fiominees, Louis S. (Lou) Thompson, of Maryland. ;

Lou has had a long carcer in transportation. -He was & member of tho team that created
Amtrak in 1970. He was the Director of thie Northeast Corridor Improvement Project *
(NECIP) and Associate Adminisirator of the Federal Railroad Administration supervising
the Amtrak budget. He then spent 17 yearsras thp Railways Adviser at the World Bank
working in all the areas of the world on tha!lBank’s rallway lending. :

Heo has a roputation for competence and willingness to listen. The Amtiak Board found
that he “approached matters pertaining to Amtrak with reason, wisdam, and good
judgment,” and commended him for “the many contributions he has made to improve rail
passenger service, not only in the Northeast Carridor, but throughout the Amtrak
system.” A New York Times editorial eaid: “A new Director [of the NECIP], Louis
Thompson, has the respect of the region’s planning and transportations officials...”

Amtrak will be facing diffioult decisions in‘the near fisture as ths company bagins to
recaver from a number of years of underinvestment. The Congress and the Department
of Transportation will likewise need to make complex decisions ebout the future of rail
pessenger gorvice in this country. The Amtrak Board will need people 'with the expertise
to understand the issucs, the personal skills needed to listen to all sidss, and the
credibility 1o help reach agreements. I would like to commend Lon Thompson. 10 you as
a person who fully meets these tests. | :

Sineerely youra,
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National Legislative Director




